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[Joe Weed’s and Pete Hicks’ columns will be back in 
upcoming issues, along with a great article on fiddle 
folklore by Wayne Erbsen!]

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
Celebrating 38 Years!

January 2012 (Vol. 40, Number 1)             Next Jam: January 1

President’s Note December’s holiday potluck dinner was a big success be-
cause of the dedication of our volunteers and everyone who 
contributed those tasty side dishes and the delectable des-
serts. A special thanks to MaryAnn Clausen (coordinator), 
Lee Clarke, Cheri Palasek, and Evelyn McCuistion for or-
ganizing the event and for the great table decorations that 
some lucky folks won in the drawing. 

February is the month we hold our annual general member-
ship meeting and elect or re-elect trustees. I will also give 
a brief talk about the state of the Association. After serv-
ing two terms as a trustee, Steve Joynes will be stepping 
down. Dave Williams has agreed to run for another term. 
The nominating committee approved the candidacy of Tom 
Clausen, who has agreed to serve if elected. Tom has been 
a long time active member and was our recording secretary 
many years ago. 

Lastly, let’s give a hearty welcome to new members Colleen 
Lethridge and Connie Curry. 

Wein in 1973. All members have an opportunity to impact 
our future activities. Let me know if there is an activity be-
sides our jam that you would enjoy.

It is uncertain whether we will continue our youth programs 
(KidFiddle workshops and contest), our special performer 
series, concerts by prominent musicians (Richard Greene, 
Laurie Lewis, etc.), or have a band scramble, or auction. It 
depends on what you want and whether someone dedicates 
their time to make it happen.

By Richard Brooks

Happy New Year to everyone! We 
will soon celebrate our 39th year as 
an independent non-profit all-vol-
unteer association founded by Bill 

Beginners Circle with Jim Zimmerman, Dave Barton (leader), 
Jean Avram, Connie Curry, Marcia, Nikki.
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The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association and is provided to members of 
the Association. The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Associa-
tion (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the 
preservation, teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. 
The first membership in a household includes the Fiddler’s 
Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 
discounted. To join the SCVFA, sign up at the jam or visit 
www.fiddlers.org/join.

Officers and Chairs
President-Trustee  Richard J. Brooks
Vice President    OPEN
Treasurer    Janet Johnston
Membership    Pete Showman
Recording Secretary  Dinah Showman
Newsletter Editor  Mary Larsen
Newsletter Publisher  Charlotte Prater
Webmaster    (Pete Showman, acting)
Playout Coordinator  Paul Clarke
Youth Activity     OPEN (P. Showman & R. Brooks, act.)
Youth Fiddle Contest OPEN
Publicity    Shared
Trustees
 Seat 1: Pete Showman Seat 2: Gorden Gibson
 Seat 3: Paul Clarke Seat 4: Charlotte Prater
 Seat 5: Dave Williams Seat 6: Steve Joynes

Newsletter banner art by Hilary Cole

To Contact the SCVFA:
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666
Email: president at fiddlers.org   Phone: (650) 328-3939
Newsletter Submissions & Comments:
Email: newsletter at fiddlers.org
Website: www.scvfa.org or www.fiddlers.org

Copyright 2012, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
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A-mummering we will go?
Mumming or mummering is an ancient tradition in many 
parts of the world, with “mummers plays,” “mummers pa-
rades,” and door-to-door “mumming.” Here’s a bit about 
the event in Newfoundland, courtesy of Wikipedia…
“Mummering” is a very old Newfoundland custom that 
dates back to the time of the earliest settlers who came 
from England and Ireland. It shares common antecedents 
with the Mummers Play tradition, but in its current form is 
primarily a house-visiting tradition. Sometime during the 
Twelve Days of Christmas, usually on the night of the “Old 
Twelfth” (January 17; equivalent to Jan. 6 in the old Julian 

British mummers

calendar), people would disguise themselves with old ar-
ticles of clothing and visit the homes of their friends and 
neighbors. They would at times cover their faces with 
a hood, scarf, mask or pillowcase to keep their identity 
hidden…and men would sometimes dress as women and 
women as men. Travelling from house to house, some 
mummers would carry their own musical instruments to 
play, sing, and dance in the houses they visited. The host 
and hostess of these “mummers parties” would serve a 
small lunch… Some mummers would drink a Christmas 
“grog” before they left each house. One important part of 
the custom was a guessing game to determine the iden-
tity of the visitors. As each mummer was identified, they 
would uncover their faces, but if their true identity was 
not guessed they did not have to unmask.
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SCVFA Happenings
Annual Meeting Notice

The SCVFA annual membership meeting will be held 
at 3:00 pm during the February 5th jam. There is one 
main items of business: the annual Trustee election.
   
President Richard Brooks will also present a brief 
“state of the association,” and ask for questions and 
comments.  We’d love to hear your ideas!
   
The election and discussion are opportunities for mem-
bers to influence the SCVFA’s direction. If you’re a 
member please join us, and vote! (All members in 
good standing – i.e. with dues paid up – may vote. The 
label on your February Fiddler’s Rag will show your 
membership status.)

Trustee Election

SCVFA is managed by a board of six elected Trustees 
plus a President-Trustee, with the help of several other 
officers and other volunteers. The SCVFA members 
elect the six Trustees, who then appoint the President 
and other officers.  Each year we elect two Trustees to 
three-year terms.
   
This year positions 5 and 6, held by Dave Williams and 
Steve Joynes, are up for election. Dave has agreed to 
run again, while Steve has decided to retire from the 
board after serving two terms. The nominating com-
mittee has selected Tom Clausen to run along with 
Dave. Dave’s and Tom’s statements follow.

Candidates’ Statements:

• My name is David Williams and I have served as a 
Trustee for SCVFA for over four years. To me SCVFA 
is a tremendous community resource for musicians 
both professional and amateur, as well as a commu-
nity resource for music lovers. I have experience as a 
trustee or board member in various organizations in-
cluding school boards, credit unions, bluegrass clubs, 
and youth athletic leagues. This serves me well as 
I work with the dedicated board members, officers, 
and volunteers of SCVFA as we strive to continue to 
improve our organization so that our members can 
continue to enjoy the benefits of our extraordinary 
club.

• Tom Clausen
 I joined the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Associa-

tion (SCVFA) shortly after Bill Monroe’s passing in 
1996. I remember the chill it sent down my spine lis-
tening to the NPR story on the radio. I couldn’t get it 
out of my head. So I came to the SCVFA in search of 
others who share this love of music. I found them at 
the SCVFA jams and discovered that I have so much 
fun and learn so much every time that I know I’ll be 
long repaying the debt.

 I look forward to helping out and fulfilling duties as 
a Trustee. I hold all the officers in high regard – the 
wonderful musicians, dancers, and music apprecia-
tors tackling the considerations and details that stack 
up into an amazingly massive behind-the-scenes ef-
fort, one absolutely required to keep the organization 
alive. These same are, in fact, phenomenal “get it 
done” people and it would be my honor to join them 
to further the principles and mission of the SCVFA.

Upcoming Jams

• January Jam: Regular jam with open mic at 1:30 
and Beginners’ Circle at 2 pm.
• February Jam: Regular jam plus Annual Meeting 
and Trustee Election at 3 pm.
• March Jam: Regular jam and open mic – and maybe 
a KidFiddle workshop. See below.

Trustee Meeting and Youth Program

The next trustee meeting will be held on Sunday, Janu-
ary 15, 2012, at 2 pm.  Any member is welcome to at-
tend; please contact Richard if you’re interested.

A key topic to be discussed is the future of our Youth 
Fiddle Program, and specifically whether to resume the 
KidFiddle workshops this spring. In recent years we’ve 
held these workshop at the March, June, and October 
jams. But attendance at last spring’s workshops was so 
low that we decided to skip the October workshop. The 
trustees will discuss whether to resume the program.  

A key factor is whether we can find someone to help 
organize youth events by managing the email list, con-
tacting interested families about upcoming events, and 
helping find teachers for youth workshops. Please con-
tact Richard or any board member if you can help.
                 –– Pete Showman 
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[In honor of Scottish poet/fiddler Robert Burns’ birthday 
(Jan. 25, 1759), here’s an excerpt from a past Fiddler Mag-
azine article.] 

Robert Burns and Scots 
Fiddling
By David Johnson

Robert Burns, born Alloway, 1759, died Dumfries, 1796, is 
widely regarded as the finest poet in Scotland’s history, It’s 
well known that a large part of his work consisted of words 
for songs: who has not heard of “Auld lang syne,” or “My 
luve’s like a red, red rose”? Less well known, however, is 
the working method he used to create such songs. Nearly 
always he would choose an already-existing tune and con-
struct new words to fit it, an unusual and technically very 
tricky method in which all sorts of things could go horribly 
wrong; though with most of his 370 songs everything goes 
breathtakingly right. In his final script he would specify, at 
the top of the words, the tune the lyric was designed for.

Many of the tunes Burns used already had words –– com-
mercial, literary, or oral –– and in such cases his work often 
consisted only of making additions or adjustments to these. 

But in a significant number, perhaps a quarter, of his 
songs he used tunes which had no words at all, starting 
from a blank canvas. This was particularly so when he 
set words to fiddle tunes which had been recently com-
posed in his own time. On the internal evidence of his 
songs, he knew a great deal about fiddle music.

Burns’ life coincided with a glorious period in Scots 
fiddling. Around the time he was born, the fiddle man-
aged to push the bagpipes and harp into the background 
and establish itself as Scotland’s major traditional-mu-
sic instrument, and though fiddling went back to the 
Middle Ages, the re-designed Italian violin was seen as 
something new, fashionable, Scottish but at the same 
time European, an instrument alive with possibilities. 
Dancing had also come to the fore after a century of 
religious repression; this created an enormous demand 
for dance music, and thus for fiddling. As a result, 
vast quantities of new fiddle music were being writ-
ten all through Burns’ life ––reels, strathspeys, Scots 
measures, hornpipes, slow airs, variations –– and spe-
cialist fiddle-composers were emerging into national 
prominence –– Marshall, Gow and his four sons, Mc-
Glashan, Mackintosh. It was inevitable that Burns, in 
his quest for good tunes to write words to, should have 
kept a keen eye on who was composing what, and had 
a go at playing the fiddle himself.

The evidence that Burns played the fiddle  has been over-
looked by many biographers. But his first Epistle to David 
Sillar, who was one of Burns’ closest friends during his ear-
ly adulthood, is firmly inscribed “To Davie, a Brother-Poet, 
Lover, Ploughman and Fiddler,” and shows that he regarded 
fiddling as one of his finest accomplishments.

After Burns’ death, his sister Isobel recalled that he was in-
spired by Sillar to buy a violin for five shillings, and that he 
would practice when the weather was too bad for outdoor 
farm work. She added that his playing was never very good; 
however, her views may have been “coloured by excruciat-
ing memories of her brother’s [first] gut-scraping attempts” 
(to quote James A. MacKay). Burns probably also learned 
music notation at this time; in later life he was fluent at it 
and had beautiful music handwriting.

[David Johnson, d. 2009, was one of Scotland’s leading 
musicologists; his writings included Music and Society in 
Lowland Scotland, Scottish Fiddle Music in the 18th Cen-
tury, and contributions to Grove’s Dictionary. He wrote this 
article for Fiddler Magazine in 2005.]

[Check out www.fiddle.com for hundreds of excerpts from 
Fiddler Magazine articles, as well as free fiddle videos, and 
links to all things fiddle!]
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Jimmy in the Swamp 
from John Hartford*
arr. 2010 by Dave Barton

*from Hartford's CD, "Wild Hog in the Woods"
rev. 10/5/2010
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Jimmy in the Swamp

Obituary:
Shirley Tudor

On the morning of December 10, 
2011, SCVFA member Shirley Tudor
passed away. She had been battling 
pancreatic cancer for the last two 
months. She was a dear friend for 
many years and a bandmate for the 
last three. Shirley played guitar and 
clawhammer banjo in the all-female 
bluegrass band, California Pearly 
Blue. She is credited with giving the 
band it’s unique “old-time” flavor. 
But Shirley also loved a good Stan-
ley tune. She was equally at home 
in bluegrass as in old-time music. 
Every year she would go to all the 
bluegrass festivals – Grass Valley, 
Parkfield, Plymouth, and GOF. But 
she also made an annual trek to the 
Centralia Campout and Weiser for a 

good dose of old-time music. Shirley
loved American roots music. Even 
though she only lived till the age of 
49, she lived following her passions.
     
Shirley was employed as a botanist, 
which was another of her passions. 
She loved to go on hikes and camp 
in the woods or the desert, surround-
ed by nature. She was a sweet, kind 
gentle person who was loved by 
many, more than I think she knew, 
and she will be sorely missed. We 
used to sing the duet “You’ll Find 
Her Name Written There.” The lyr-
ics say it all: “And if you look to 
the heart of a friend, You’ll find her 
name written there….”          
                       –– Gail Reese



Scenes from SCVFA’s December Jam and Potluck

Lots of fun, inside and out!
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Welcoming you to the Jam:
 Dinah Showman, Charlotte Prater, and Janet Johnston.

Karen, MaryAnn, Evelyn, Cheri, and Lee – the organizers.

Above: A hallway jam.
Seated: Colleen Lethridge, Nancy Solomon,
   and Gorden Gibson; standing: Gail Hall.
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Fritz and Marge Buell.
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Keith, Pete, Chris, Bob, Charley, Warren, and Chris jamming outside.

Pete Showman, Sam Morocco, Dave Barton, Richard Brooks, Lee Birch.

Phil Pflager and Colleen Lethridge.
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Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA  95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave., 
San Jose. The school is at the corner of Naglee and 
Park. Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side.

Next Jam: Sunday, January 1, 1-5 pm
Hoover Middle School

Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter at scvfa.org

Happy New Year!

Join us at the SCVFA monthly jam ––
play a few tunes, or sit back and listen!

Don’t forget! The Cloverdale Old Time Fiddle 
Festival will be held January 21-22, 2012. Five 
youth divisions!


